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Privatisation in China, which began in 1978, has had a significant effect on Chinese people's social and economic life. The first step in the privatisation of the countryside was the distribution of peoples' commune property to every household. In general, this has proven very successful, at least from the economic viewpoint. Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia, two rural Chinese provinces with large amounts of land but relatively small populations, also implemented the policy. People have increasingly settled in one place since livestock have become private property and herders are free to use their own pastures. Privatisation has markedly increased the herders' enthusiasm for work, and their living conditions have continuously improved. The change in women's right to labour and property is also highly significant. The communist victory in 1949 greatly affected these and privatisation seems to be another milestone. However a number of traditional patterns have persisted as well. Continuity and change are examined here with particular reference to the sexual division of labour, the work of children, family structure and the factors that influence women's economic and social independence.
Most Mongolians and Kazakhs in China live in Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia, with the majority of all Mongolian and Kazakh people living in Mongolia and the former USSR. In 1992 the MacArthur Project (1995) carried out a series of investigations on the effect of privatisation on women's right to labour and property in four typical districts in the two provinces, namely Hulun Buir and Xilingol in Inner Mongolia and Altai and Hoboksar in Xinjiang. In each district one sum, or subunit, was studied: Hargant (Hulun Buir), Chinggel Bulag (Xilingol), Handagat (Altai) and Hosh Tolgoi (Hoboksar). According to the family income in these sums, 72 families were selected for interview, the respondents in each being the head of household and his or her spouse. Most of the families were Mongolian or Kazakh. Based on the investigation results, a database has been established, an analysis of which forms the main basis of this chapter.
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Comparisons are also made between the studied regions and published materials on Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia, as well as on China in general.
THE SEXUAL DIVISION OF LABOUR
There is an obvious sexual division of labour in the pastoral regions of Xinjiang and Inner Mongolia, and at present this has three characteristics. The first is that males conduct outdoor labour and females indoor labour. The respondents reported that the division of labour is 'not special' but 'natural'. Generally speaking, horses are herded by experienced and skilful young males; sheep and goats are herded by careful men or women with good eyesight; camels are herded by young or middle aged men; and cattle are herded by young or middle aged men or women. However the statistical results show that the men's labour is mainly conducted outdoors, such as herding or pasturing sheep, cattle, horses, camels and other animals, selling and so on; and that women's work is mainly conducted in or near the house, such as looking after sheep and cattle in fenced enclosures and sheds, milking cattle, shearing sheep and goats, and so on.
The second characteristic of the sexual division of labour is that males follow their fathers and females their mothers. During the period of collectivisation, members of the people's communes did the work allocated to them, but since privatisation families have become production units. Sons and daughters continue their parents' roles. Sons perform the work of killing and butchering livestock, loading pack animals and so on. Daughters take care of housework, attend the birth of young livestock, give fodder to animals in sheds and milk animals. The third characteristic is that males are generally responsible for heavy labour and females for light labour. However, when there are only male or only female children in a family, this division of labour is not obvious. For example in one
